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Restored Century-Old Window 
Dedicated for 

Columbarium Space

An older stained glass window from St. Peter’s past has found
a new welcome home in the Columbarium space near the
chancel. Rescued and restored by the wonderful efforts of

Steve Alley, Gloria Young, and members of the Episcopal Church
Women’s group, the stained glass window replaces the curiously
orange ‘glazed’ window that has been a part of that space for at
least the past thirty years. As the photos show, the ‘before’ and
‘after’ is quite striking! Everything ‘old’ IS new again.

The restored stained glass window had been stored for many
years in the basement, and was re-discovered during the past year
as things were moved around and moved out. According to our
parish historian-emeritus, Steve Alley, the window and its match-
ing companion were removed many years ago and placed in the
back of the basement storage area below the chapel. Decade by
decade, more things were moved, stored, and within fifty years, the
two matched windows had all but disappeared from both memory
and sight.

About two years ago, Steve and parishioner John Snow came
across the windows while doing necessary sorting and moving of
items from the now-packed storage area. Both windows had been
out of the way, and were in surprisingly good but not great shape.

Steve thought they should be resurrected and located to better new spaces in the church. So he and John set out on
a plan to figure out the best way to accomplish that.

With resources from the ECW, support from the Vestry, restoration assistance from a well-known restorer in
Waterville, and final careful installation by parish member John Snow, the restored window was formally ‘unveiled’
and dedicated at the beginning of Lent. It’s colors are subtle and quite Victorian. The open portion at the bottom
was adorned with a dedication to the ECW at St. Peter’s—crafted and installed by artist John Bisignano.

During the dedication ceremony there was some wondering about where the windows had come from—when
and where in the church had they been installed and then later removed? Steve Alley suggested they may have once
been on the front of the church well above the kind of portico roof that used to be there earlier. No one was certain
or could remember seeing them up in that space. They were not there when the church did its last major renova-
tions in 2002. The now center-positioned windows were in place and eventually replaced with energy efficient ones.

After talking with Steve I remembered an older daguerreotype photo [pre-postcard imaging] that was passed
along to me for safe-keeping by Mary Hunter a few years ago when we were assembling images of St. Peter’s across
its history. Sure enough, when I found that image, there were the two windows Steve had mentioned! Positioned
higher on the front wall and more separated than the current set up. While hard to tell, I am pretty confident that
the two shown in that old image reflect the two found in storage! More to
investigate ahead.

And what about the oddly ‘orange and clear’ paneled window removed?
Steve believes that window illuminated a special storage area for the many
vestments of St. Peter’s, located beneath the old choir loft and beyond the 
sacristy on that side of the chancel. It seems likely one of the orange panels
was broken and simply replaced with ‘clear’ frosted glass. While it served its
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purpose well, it was no longer a good fit for
the opened up space when the columbarium
was placed there five years ago.

Please extend your thanks to Steve,
Gloria and the Episcopal Church Women,
Marty Rogers, John Snow, John Bisignano 
and any others who brought this special 
window back into a great place for viewing
and appreciation! The second ‘mated’ win-
dow, when it is restored, may be installed 
in the chapel-area later this year by John 
and Steve.

Thom Buescher, Editor

Work Continues for Future Directions’
Implementation Team

Implementation Team co-chairs, John Bird and John Hart, have been
steadily making progress with their committee to gain a solid perspective
on future directions the parish can take. In later April, Carole Martin and

Anne Wunderli will presented the preliminary results of their End User
Feasibility Study. The results of this study, commissioned by the parish and
the IT Committee, will help the team review and formulate our “next steps” in
any future directions planning.

Throughout the winter, work has been going on in the background, plan-
ning with the Church Leadership Team (i.e., the rector, wardens and treasur-
er) and with individuals who have taken on specific tasks. In the meantime,
the following important steps have been implemented are still in progress.

Reference to the proposed community center as “the Commons” was
adopted after conversations with and among various individuals and groups. 

End User Brochure and Study: 
◆ Thom Buescher and Deborah Oliver developed a brochure with stunning

photos by Sarah Schwajkos, information provided from additional people,
and assistance from volunteers who helped “stage” the church: John Snow
and Jim Bowditch made a heroic effort to clean and wax the parish hall
floor; Chris McLarty, Marty Rogers, and Mary Alice Bird helped with 
cleaning. 

◆ We have had several planning meetings and conversations before and dur-
ing the End User Study interviews with Carole Martin and Anne Wunderli,
who have commented on the willingness of people to be interviewed. In the
course of the study, they have added people to the interview list.
Concluded, with the Bishop’s urging, to designate the Rector the Commons
Director 

◆ Depending on the final End User evaluation of Commons’ income poten-
tial, recommending that Lael’s full-time position will remain in effect
through 2019 – and thereafter depending on evaluation of future financial
sustainability.

◆ Recognized, with Lael, the importance of adding mentoring and coaching
for “business management skills” into our developing implementation
plans.
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Possible Grants:
◆ We have investigated two significant grant possibilities, a Lily

Foundation “Thriving in Mission” and national church “Mission
Enterprise” one. After careful review and discussion, the Leadership
Team has determined not to apply for the Lily grant, but to apply for a
Mission Enterprise grant to underwrite clergy, musicians, and supplies
for the Celtic Service—the new bridge between our traditional congre-
gation and the ethos driving the concept of “the Commons.” 

◆ Lael has conferred with Heidi Shott (Diocese of Maine) about grant
sources related to hybrid-mission programs, the planting of new con-
gregations, or the “reseeding” of a traditional congregation (becoming
church in a new manner).
Confirmed Diocesan financial Investment in our plans, effective ASAP

◆ With the Leadership Team, the Committee has had conversations with
Bishop Steve and the diocesan staff, culminating in a very productive
meeting March 28 with Terry Reimer (Canon Missioner for Finance &
Stewardship) in which we reviewed the latest business plan templates
(which our treasurer is regularly updating) to sustain a spiritual com-
munity at 11 White Street. The diocese definitely will provide a
$200,000 long-term loan at a reasonable interest rate and with distrib-
ution and repayment terms conducive to our needs. Terry is working
with us to draft a letter of understanding to submit in May, with the
expectation that draw down of funds can begin in June 2018.

Renovations and Upgrades
◆ John Hart has continued to confer with Chris Glass and John Snow on

sanctuary plans so we can be prepared to talk with prospective con-
tractors about our needs and eventually sign a contract to begin work
this summer (the extent and timing will depend on results of the End
User Study).

◆ We have secured an initial bid from Ben Cameron of Harbor Digital in
Camden/Brunswick for upgrading the sound and internet systems
throughout the Church.

◆ Deborah Oliver has completed research and cost estimates on con-
verting all the church lighting to LED bulbs and is investigating possi-
ble grants to fund this project.

Finally, it is clear that a great deal of imagination and good hard
work has characterized the workings of the Implementation Team since
it took on the tasks it has in late 2017. Many details and possibilities
remain in the mix. The final directions to be taken will evolve as the 
feasibility study is completed and the future focused ahead.

John Bird and John Hart
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Behold the Earth Anchors an Earth
Day Film Fest 

In celebration of Earth Day on April 22nd, Rockland’s Strand Theatre
screened Behold the Earth, a documentary film by local filmmaker and
conservationist David Conover. A discussion followed the screening, led

by film co-producer Manette Pottle with Maine pastor and spiritual storyteller
Peter Panagore, nidcoast conservationist and artist, Mary Bailey, and our
own rector, Lael Sorensen. 

Behold the Earth provided an original opportunity to re-examine and
expand the community of U.S. environmentalists to chart a course to a
brighter future. The film asked the question, “Could a journey into Creation
determine the future of the church?” A music-rich documentary, Behold the
Earth explores America’s estrangement from the outdoors through conversa-
tions with legendary scientists E.O. Wilson, Cal DeWitt, and Theo Colborn.
Also featured are a new generation of Creation Care activists within America’s
Christian communities: Katharine Hayhoe, Ben Lowe, and Corina Newsome.
They are close observers of nature bearing witness to creation, and asking
tough questions about church engagement with environmental issues. The
hope is that these emerging leaders will help reduce the human degradations
of the living planet, wrought by toxins and a destructively warming climate. 

According to Director David Conover, “Behold the Earth” began 12 years
ago with a hunch that the conversation about our human impact on the envi-
ronment must be a broader conversation than it has been in America over
the past 50 years. “Perhaps with new words. Perhaps with unexpected listen-
ers. Yes, the conversation needed to be informed by the biological and other
sciences that are observing, measuring, and understanding how those
impacts are happening. But the conversation also needed a level of commit-
ted engagement and richness that is possible with a substantive moral com-
ponent, grounded in influential American beliefs of who we are, and where
we are going. I spoke with faith leaders, eminent scientists, and a younger
generation of Christian evangelicals and environmentalists, all who were
eager to talk with me about how best to engage Americans in the challenges
of climate change, and the moral and personal dimensions that accompany
this important duty, or calling. Much of their guidance came with encourage-
ment to deeply reconsider the word ‘behold.’”

The Earth Day screening was co-sponsored by The Strand Theatre and
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. Manette Pottle, a member of St. Peter’s and co-
producer of the film, was instrumental in working out the possibility of the
local community seeing the film before it is released for full viewing in the
Northeast later in 2018.

Marty Rogers, Senior Warden
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Dear Friends in Christ,

We are an Easter people – beckoned by God’s call to us. Just as
Mary recognized Jesus when he called her name, we too long
for that flash of recognition that at once acknowledges who we

really are while also calling us to new life and new possibility. How thor-
oughly unexpected and how thoroughly wonderful! Jesus’ resurrection
changes everything – including us. 

For some, that’s good news and bad news. We want to follow God,
but we also want to be rich. We want to follow God, but we also want to
be powerful. We want to follow God, but we also want to create a sphere
of safety within which our way of life is secured against the needs of 
others. Being saved is one thing; being changed is something else. We
cautious folk may find ourselves emboldened, though, by recalling the
experiences of the disciples. The Book of Acts puts it this way: in the wake
of Jesus’ death and resurrection, “the disciples devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers.”

It seems such a simple and familiar thing, doesn’t it? They wor-
shipped, they studied the Scriptures, they shared the Eucharist, they
prayed. Just the sort of thing we do at St. Peter’s. They took the time to 
listen, to care for each other, to do Christ’s work together. They encour-
aged one another in lives of generosity and hospitality with gentleness 
and patience. They sensed in their own lives a new strength, a depth and
quality to their days. And when they were together, they sensed that Jesus
was still with them, holding and guiding them. And so they discovered
themselves capable of engaging the world in ways they had never antici-
pated.

Resurrection is like that. It’s about discovering that the world is more
than you had ever anticipated. It’s about discovering that you yourself are
more than you had ever anticipated. Jesus’ resurrection cracks open the
shell of the world we thought we knew to reveal a world where mercy and
love rule, a world of hope and possibility. Changes at St. Peter’s are
indeed afoot. Let us join in that new life filled with Easter hope. 

Alleluia, alleluia!

Lael+

Our Easter 
and Ever 
Message
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Notes from Deacon Jane Chatfield

My continuing work as a Deacon at St. Peter’s includes time with
those who ar sick and recovering. Here are two short stories
shared from people who were patients at Pen Bay Medical Center

recently. 
A woman looked very worn-out and pale when I visited her in her hos-

pital bed. She could barely talk—it took much effort. So, after a short visit, I
left her to rest. The following week when I returned, she was still there,
looking much better. She said she was grateful to have had this interruption
in her life. Now that she was getting better, she’d had time to think about
what changes she’d like to make in her life. She knew she could get stuck
finding fault with how long it took the doctors to diagnose what was making
her so sick, but she preferred to be grateful for the good care, the excellent
nursing, and the pretty good food! She had a new awareness of God in her
life, and began to realize how many things she’d taken for granted. Her ill-
ness had been marked by grace.

The other person I had to opportunity to talk with was a man, who sat
in his chair, looking as downcast as a rotten tree stump. Asked how he was,
he shook his head. After waiting a few minutes, I asked for his suggestion
for how to get squirrels out of my bird feeder. He said, “Get a 2-10 (or was
it a 4-10?) shotgun and use it.” I asked him to explain, and he started talk-
ing, about guns, about hunting trips and good times. I was glad to see him
brighten up. I still have my squirrels, but maybe his advice was not the bit
to follow!

Perhaps shooting after squirrels was fine for him, but I prefer to make a
loud noise and make the squirrels run away!

Deacon Jane

St. Peter’s Prayer Circle: An Update

Amajor aspect of our faith practice is prayer. We all recognize the
Prayers of the People, the Collects and the prayers in that “back sec-
tion” of our Book of Common Prayer. Our library and Lael are great

sources for books with special seasonal prayers and meditations. A quiet
part of our prayer ministry is the Prayer Circle.

The Prayer Circle is guided by the Pastoral Care Committee of St.
Peter’s. The “circle” is an email system of prayers requests. Anyone 
can initiate a request by contacting a member of the Prayer Circle. The per-
son for whom the prayers are requested gives permission for these confiden-
tial prayers. These requests are not published in the Sunday bulletin and
the person does not have to be a member of St. Peter’s.

The Prayer Circle has been a part of St. Peter’s pastoral caring for about
25 years. It originated as a telephone circle but as technology has changed
the email system developed. There are a few simple rules to be followed:
only simple requests for prayers; requests are not shared with other prayer
groups; and no cute chain poems or recipes for Scripture Cake should be
submitted. Only prayers are requested. Other endeavors like home visits,
meals, or flowers, for example, are not being requested and would be inap-
propriate for the Prayer Circle 
to fulfill.

Over the years, intermittent special workshops, quiet days, and 
services on prayer and meditation have taken place. These are not exclu-
sive events but rather are open to anyone wishing to participate and deepen
their personal prayer life. We welcome suggestions for 
programs and resources for prayer life. 

If you have questions or wish to add this activity to your prayer life 

WAYPOINTS
activities and 
notices on our 

journey together

AIO: Your Help 
Always Needed!

Please keep the needs of our
AIO Food Pantry in your
mind this month.  I thank

everyone who has donated all
these years. The need goes on just
the same for families in need of
healthy foods this summer. 

Thanking one and all, 
Mary E. Hunter

How can you help
AIO? 

Here’s what would be especially 
helpful for you to bring in: 

pasta sauce 
tuna 

baking mixes 
toilet paper 

soup
beans

shampoo & soap 
toothpaste
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contact the chairperson of the Pastoral Care Committee (Marty Rogers), 
the rector, or the parish administrator. To make a prayer request contact a
member of the Prayer Circle. 

Provided by Marty Rogers 

Prayer Circle Members Include
Lael Sorenson Ellie Hutchinson John Van Siclen
Jude Thomas Jane Chatfield Lynne Coolidge
Vicki Lesmerises Marty Rogers Corey Walmer
Ted Kanellakis Susan Kanellakis Lucia Elder
Sheila Seekins Chris McLarty Marilyn Smith
Lolly Mitchell

Our SUPPORTING AIO 
Continues Good Works

One of the many blessings of St. Peter’s is the strength of its missions.
Through Loaves and Fishes and the Area Interfaith Outreach (AIO),
St. Peter’s has a great tradition of helping fight hunger in

the Mid-Coast. Both missions are the practice of Christianity.
Today, I want to update our parish about AIO. With the help of
area merchants (Hannaford’s, WalMart, Shaws, State of Maine
Cheese, Atlantic Baking Company, Willow Bake Shop, Rock
City Coffee, Ocean State Job Lot), local businesses (Bangor
Savings, Boston Financial, One Less Worry), and fourteen
member religious congregations, AIO is able to help our
Midcoast neighbors in need.

The food pantry of AIO is open Monday/Wednesday/Friday
from 9:30am to 12 noon. In an effort to help more people, AIO
has expanded into evening hours (Wednesday - 5pm to 7pm). 

In the month of March, AIO served 377 families (total 923
people). The majority of assistance was given to residents of
Rockland. However, AIO serves all of Knox County. During
March, the people of St. Peter’s donated 40 pounds of food. For
the year St. Peter’s has donated 458 pounds of food. Despite
our small size, St. Peter’s is always the second or third for donations among
our religious congregations. 

People always ask what to donate. At AIO, we are trying to promote
healthy diets. We are always in need of pasta (whole wheat) and pasta
sauce, soups (Progresso is a great soup), jelly, baked beans, and healthy
cereals. All perishables are donated by local merchants or purchased from
money donated to the AIO.  AIO can also use you as a volunteer- shop-
ping/stocking. An application forms available at the food pantry.

Thank you for your continued support of this amazing mission.

Love Life! Ron Stashak, AIO Board 
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Worship Through June 3
Sunday 8:00 AM Spoken Eucharist

10:30 AM Choral Eucharist 
5:30 PM Celtic Eucharist

Summer, Single Service 9:00 AM

Office Hours
Tuesday – Friday 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM

The Rev. Lael Sorensen, Rector
Rector’s email: rector.stpetersrockland@gmail.com

Parish Administrative Assistant, Kate 
Office email: office.stpetersrockland@gmail.com

Barbara Jean O’Brien, Choir Director
Choirdir.stpetersrockland@gmail.com

The Rt. Rev. Stephen Lane, Bishop of Maine

Officers
Senior Warden

Marty Rogers, 236.8922 mlr@midcoast.com
Judith Haines-Carter, Junior Warden

Mary Alice Bird, Treasurer

Vestry Members
James Bowditch, Randy Beach, Frank Bridges

Lucia Elder, John Hart, 
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And looking ahead: 
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Return Service Requested

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church seeks to serve God’s mission of restoring all people to
unity with him. We open wide our doors and say, in the name of Jesus Christ,

“Welcome.”


