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And so do we!
ots of lovely changes in the Undercroft! Glenn and Naomi
have generously and creatively rearranged the two rooms

in the Undercroft that are used for our Sunday children’s

program.

ne room is now much better

suited for the younger children
with a small crib, age-appropriate

toys and large pillows on the floor for seats

for children.

|

e other room is for school-age
children with a long table and
supplies for projects related to

their Christian Formation studies.

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
11 White St., Rockland ME 04841
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Fax 207.594.7766
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WINDOW OF THE

SPIRIT
views into the souls
of St. Peter’s

Gallery of The Spirit features Rhonda Hart’s
Angels Among Us

believe there are angels among us. That’s one of the reasons I'm
always overjoyed when as a gift or a gesture I'm given a replica of an
angel. I do not idolize angels, I look at them and I am reminded of
God. He created these heavenly creatures to, at least in part, assist
earthly creatures. Go-betweens from heaven to earth.
The word “angel” appears 305 times, in 34 books of the bible, bringing
news like “He is risen”, “repent”, “a child will be born”, and many other
wonderful and glorious announcements from God.
In the RSV, Hebrews 1:14 says, are they not all ministering spirits sent
forth to serve. This is very heartwarming to me in that I have felt this
presence.

From God to man—messengers, guardians, angels, we call them. I'm
such a simple human being that I've many times found myself in need
of help. Profound help, the kind that sees tragedy averted, and situa-
tions mended. I know in my simpleness that if I was in charge the out-
come would have been very different. When these situations occur, I
look up and say thank you, knowing that it’s God working through His
realm of angels.

He loves us so much that he gave his only begotten son, and
surrounded us with angels. I believe the angels among us are truly
“Gifts” of God to assist the people of God. Thanks be to God.

What a Gift!
What a God!
Rhonda Hart
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The “Fireflies” Light Up St. Peter’s

WAYPOINTS
activities and
notices on our
journey together

he Fireflies, a program of Knox County Child Development Services,

is in full swing in the parlor! We have a great group of young chil-

dren who spend three mornings each week playing, reading, singing,
eating and enjoying one another’s company. Favorite activities so far have
included playdough, making applesauce, painting, taking turns on the

slide, and Ring Around the Rosy.

We are very grateful to the St. Peter’s congregation for sharing this
beautiful space with us and supporting our mission to provide children

with a nurturing and supportive introduction to school.
With regards to all,
Kate Edge, Teacher

hat a great | . |' i
improvement for  [HiH ...-LIH‘MMH"" I'“Ihm'
all. A better, safer e
environment for kids, visu-
ally attractive and you can
really see St. Peter’s Church
buildings! Many thanks to
Cindy Lucas and her loving
care of some of our flowers
and planting beds.
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WAYPOINTS
activities and
notices on our
journey together

A note from Valerie
Wells in New York

reetings Everyone. Here is an

update. I am working as a

Teaching Assistant at Beverly
J. Martin Elementary School here in
Ithaca. 4th grade. I'm loving it.
Also, I am volunteering for the State
Theatre which is a grand old theatre
in Ithaca. Lyle Lovett will be perform-
ing there next month. In addition, I
have joined a large chorus, much like
Mid-coast Community Chorus, called
Voices. I hope to make a visit to
Rockland around Christmas time. I
am on next year’s list for Ithaca
College. I am working on getting my
“ducks in a row.” In the meantime, I
miss you all very much. Blessings,
Valerie

The Teen Safe-Haven Project

expressed at the congregational meetings on September 20th, the

Vestry felt that the role which St. Peter’s should play in the KITS
(Kids In Transition Safe-haven) program was not clear. A committee has
been formed to look at the different possibilities and ideas presented at
the congregational meetings and will report their suggestions to the
Vestry. Fr. Glenn will also continue working with KITS to discern where
the ministry of St. Peter’s fits in serving the homeless teenagers in our
community. Judy Willey also continues to work with YOCAT (Youth
Oriented Community Action Team) as it attempts to staff the Teen Scene
at the Rockland Public Library and work toward forming a more compre-
hensive program for teenagers in our area. Stay tuned for further
updates!

Glenn+

u pdate on the teen safe-haven project. Considering the ideas

Concerning the Congregational Meetings
on September 20th
A Parishioner’s Viewpoint and Challenge

the host churches for the proposed Safe Haven for teens has left
me frustrated and sad.

We talk about the teens that have been presenting themselves on
our very doorstep for at least two years, as needing our attention. We
declare that, as the only remaining mid-town church, we are in a unique
opportunity to serve. We have a sign over our door to remind us that the
mission field is just outside. We have warm hearts and good intentions.
Some of us even work on the Loaves and Fishes team, are dedicated to
cleaning some parts of the church, manage the gardens, serve in many
ways each week. We like to think about how St. Pete's provides space
for 12 Step groups, the Toy Library, a new pre-school program and other
things.

But now a bunch of other people; members of St. John Baptist in
Thomaston, the Unitarian Unaversalist church here in Rockland, have
begun to think about providing homeless teens a place to sleep as winter
approaches. They also want to serve them an evening meal and some
breakfast. They already have inflatable mattresses, pillows and linens,
buses and some paid workers to chaperon overnight as the kids sleep.
They are asking us to be part of this effort by letting them sleep at St.
Pete's two nights a week. And could we provide supper and breakfast?
Maybe 3-10 kids each week.

So far I have not heard a resounding YES! I have heard concerns
about liability issues. Lice infestations. Condoms. Drugs, alcohol. The
need for 32 volunteers! I am not good at math, but that's what has been
said. And then concerns about the kids paying for staying. Questions
about whether or not we should be involved in getting them to attend
school, see a social worker, work out their problems with their parents,
provide them with showers. Task forces. The possibility of unsavory
friends the teens might have. Talk about other more suitable places that
are already outfitted with showers, like the recreation center. Then how
the city has washed its hands of homeless teens, how various agencies
have tried and failed to help. Fear and negativity.

I'm not saying that such discussion is not welcome, necessary and
expected. I was part of it. I tried to express the idea that ventures of this

Participating in two group discussions about St. Peter's being one of
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nature always stir up our worst anxieties. There are unknowns, risks,
more responsibilities in our already overbusy lives. Even with our best
efforts, we may fail. Why not let those other churches do it all?

Keep our floors clean and everything safe. If we can't solve every-
thing, let's do nothing.

But now I want to say—If we are Christians, these teens are our chil-
dren too. Our children sleeping huddled around the generator near our
parking lot. Who do you think has sent them to us? Where is our faith?
Are we doing this alone or are we remembering God with us? And if we
are, do we believe that all will be well? Will we serve from our abun-
dance or our poverty? Must we analyze this opportunity through the lens
of fear or courage? Courage like Mother Theresa serving dying beggars in
Calcutta, or Desmond Tutu standing up to enormous forces of hatred
and bigotry, both mentioned in our meetings. Surely letting a few home-
less teens sleep in our church with a good meal before and after, doesn’t
ask nearly the same sacrifice as the above-mentioned missions. What
would happen if we simply bowed our heads and asked our dear God to
help us do this thing with love. To be the servants Jesus tells us we must
be if we follow him. And then we roll up our sleeves, make a list of who
is feeding these kids for the month of November, and tell the other teams
that we’re in! I will personally serve the meals for the first week. Is there
any one else out there?

— Dorothy Nyman

Film Showing “For The Bible Tells Me So”
at St. John Baptist

t 4 M on Sunday October 4th, St John Baptist Church in

Thomaston will be showing the inspirational film, “For the Bible

Tells Me So”, reconciling homosexual relationships and scripture.
As the introduction to the film states:

“Does God really condemn loving homosexual relationships? Is the
chasm separating Christianity from gays and lesbians too wide to cross?
Is the Bible an excuse to hate? These questions and more are answered
in this award-winning documentary, which brilliantly reconciles homo-
sexuality and Biblical scripture—and reveals that religious anti-gay bias
is based almost solely upon a misinterpretation of the Bible.”

Through the experiences of five very normal, Christian American
families—including those of former House Majority Leader Richard
Gephardt and Episcopal Bishop Gene Robinson—we discover how peo-
ple of faith handle the realization of having a gay child or family mem-
ber.

Offering healing, clarity and understanding to anyone caught in the
crosshairs of scripture and sexual identity, this landmark film "boldly
takes on a loaded topic and examines it both intellectually and emotion-
ally; the result may well leave you blinking away a few tears." Seattle
Times

Please join us. The film is also available on Netflix for those who
can't see it on October 4.

— Diana Beach

WAYPOINTS
activities and
notices on our
journey together

Le Petit Noel -
St. Peter’s
Christmas Fair is on
December 5th This Year

Mark your calendars!
This year’s Christmas
Fair will be held on the
first Saturday of
December!

Time to bake and freeze
cookies for the popular
cookie walk and collect
those items to

“RE GIFT” at our
Glamor Elephant table.

(Formerly white
elephants, gone up scale
for everyone’s benefit.)
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A Welcoming Coffee Hour
To all who enjoy coffee and refreshments after worship:
As a community of spiritual seekers, we sing and pray, kneel at the communion
rail together and contemplate the life-enhancing messages of scripture. Sunday
worship offers us sanctuary and inspiration.

With our spirits refreshed, we come together in the Parish Hall to greet
each other and often to plan the work that will enrich our fellowship and sus-
tain our church home.

Just as we would do for friends and family in our own homes, we offer
food and drink as a gesture of courteous welcome. Whatever we are able to
share is attractively presented to all, making sure that visitors are made to feel

Iy &4 comfortable.
activities and Similar to the Art of the Spirit gallery upstairs, which gives us an opportu-

notices on OUF nity to share our creativity, offering refreshments after the service is also a way
. for us to connect more deeply as a church family.
] ourn ey tog eth er Choosing to be a welcoming host for only a few Sundays each year allows
each of us to share our love and generosity in a very simple way.
Please consider this an invitation to sign up for your turn today. If you need
assistance or information please call Dorothy Nyman at 596-0363.

A Gentle United Thank Offering Reminder

Giving thanks for gifts we receive daily is a prayer discipline many of us participate in.

Making that prayer of thanks into a gift of love for someone in need makes this practice even more meaningful.
Drop your coins in the little blue box, thanking God and “pass forward” the blessings received.

Our Fall ingathering will happen soon.

Ellie Hutchinson

UTO Coordinator

Stewardship News
t. Peter’s fall Stewardship program will begin in mid-October with the distribution of pledge materials. During
S the weeks leading up to the ingathering of pledges for 2010 on Sunday, November 8, please be sure to look for
our cornucopia of ministries photo displays in the narthex and in the entrance to the parish hall. See what is
going on at St. Peter’s and please consider a generous pledge to support the ministry and mission of our parish.
Liz Hunt
Stewarship Commission Chair

Miz Mary for The AIO Food Pantry

Hello Church Family;

enough to show what it all means to the clients who utilize the Area Interfaith Outreach Food Pantry. As the

days draw closer to colder temps and the cost to heat increases and all the other things that come along in the
colder days and months, the need for vouchers becomes as important as the cans and boxes. People can call the
Food Pantry Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 596-1043 for information on what is needed to obtain vouchers.

I am not going to apologize for repeating myself (even due to Older age), repeating the drum-song of please,
please, please ONE CAN, ONE BOX, ONE ROLL OF TISSUE PAPER, protein, fruits and veggies, or maybe some of
us have those little containers of shampoo, soap and lotion from motels or hotels, the shower caps too--are all good
things to save and bring to the Red Cart.

On behalf of those in need,

Peace and caring,

Mary E. Hunter

Ijust want to say a huge “Thank You” to all who donated to the food cart. It is so appreciated, words are hardly
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From the Rector

Dear brothers and sisters at St. Peter’s,

of transition in the life of a parish, as we restart education and other min-

istry programs and people return from the summer aestivation*. Fall is the
season when we start working in earnest on budgets and stewardship to deter-
mine what funding, time and talents might be available to carry out ministries
in many different areas of our parish life during the upcoming year. In many
ways the fall sets the course for the upcoming winter, spring and summer.

Iwrite this on the last official day of summer. Each fall season is a key time

Each fall is a “between” time and I am reminded that “between” times
hold particular significance for Christians from Celtic traditions. The time
around sunrise and sunset were particularly sacred times because of the sense
of movement being “between” endings and beginnings. In the Celtic tradition,
each sunset bids farewell to the day that is now past and each sunrise carries
with it the hope for a new day. The fall season in the parish is like that for
me. We remember our prior efforts, gleaning what we can from successes and
failures, and we begin living out our dreams for a new day.

In this holy “between” season, I am thankful for being able to work with a
group of people who have passions for lots of different things and ideas in
ministry that seem to be percolating all the time. The congregational meeting
regarding the teen safe-haven program was a good example of an informative
and thought provoking time together. This conversation will act as a spring-
board as we continue to move forward to figure out the best way for St. Peter’s
to incarnate our concern for teens who, for a variety of reasons, find them-
selves temporarily out of their homes and without a place to spend a night
during the winter months. Thanks to all who participated!

Many things create transitions in life and few of them are initially very
comfortable! But, the transition times are imperative for movement in life, and
we usually end up looking back on how much we learned. Life itself is about
transitions, without transitions there is no movement and we simply stagnate
and eventually die. The gain which comes from the discomfort of working
through transitions is certainly better than the alternative of languishing in
seeming comfort until we decompose! The fall is a transition time when we
shout le chaim!

There are several special events in the life of St. Peter’s this fall in
which I hope everyone will participate: St. Francis Day and the blessing of
the animals (October 4th); the stewardship kickoff (October 18th); All Saints
(November 1); the Stewardship ingathering (November 8), the American
Indian liturgy (November 22nd), the community Thanksgiving dinner
(November 26th), and Le Petit Noel (December 5th).

I look forward to seeing you in church!
* gestivation variation of estivate,

Glenn+ estivation.

Estivate: verb (1626) 1:to spend the
summer usually at one place

2:to pass the summer in a state of
torpor—compare HIBERNATE
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church seeks to serve God’s mission of restoring all people to
unity with him. We open wide our doors and say, in the name of Jesus Christ,
“Welcome.”

Worship

Sunday 8:00 and 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Summer)

Sunday 8:00 and 10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Wednesday 7:00 am Taizé Holy Eucharist

Office hours
Monday-Friday 9 AM to 12 PM
The Rev. Glenn Mahaffey, Rector
(home 593-9003, rector@stpetersrockland.org)
Ferris Donoso, Parish Secretary
(stpeters@stpetersrockland.org)
Robert Earle, Organist
The Rt. Rev. Stephen Lane, Bishop of Maine

Officers
Senior Wardens
John Chatfield, jschat@worldnet.att.net, 236.2187
JoAnne Murphy, 594.4023
Doug Curtis Sr., 594.7191, Junior Warden
Micki Colquhoun, cell. 592.5992, Treasurer
Linda Ames Mann, Clerk

Vestry members
Elizabeth Biddle, Jim Bowditch, Ellie Hutchinson,
Charles Packard, Marge Roberts, Billy Smith,
Jude Thomas, Midge Welch and Judy Willey

THE ROCK

Published seasonally by
St. Peter’s Evangelism Commission
Thom Buescher (354-0608)
Marty Rogers (236-8922)
Page Design: Chris McLarty
Please e-mail submissions to Marty @ mlr@midcoast.com

You are welcome to contribute to our next newsletter.
Submission deadline is noon Tuesday, October 27, 2009
Mailing Date for this issue: Monday, October 5, 2009
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